
 
IMMANUEL IMAGES October 2022 1 
 

IMMANUEL  IMAGES 
 

Pastor David Groe                     Telephone   707-498-1046 
      www.spselca.org          www.ELCA.org            Web:  www.spselca.net/immanuel-lutheran-eureka 

October 2022       email:  immanuellutheraneureka@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Grace and peace be yours from 
the Most Holy Trinity! 

 
Grace and peace from the most Holy 
Trinity. I want to start by thanking 
everyone who keeps our church 
community going.  Your work, prayers 
and support are greatly appreciated. 
Without you, our community would be in 
a world of hurt.  
 
As we move into the end of our liturgical 
year, we will be saying goodbye to the 
Gospel of Luke, and hello to the Gospel 
of Matthew. 
 
Matthew has his unique infancy narrative 
starting out with the genealogy of Jesus 
Christ, moving on the Jesus’ birth.  
Matthew comes from Joseph’s 
perspective, where Luke comes from 
Mary’s.  Dreams play an important role in 
Matthew’s Gospel. 
 
We are then told of the visit of the Magi, 
the flight into Egypt, the slaughter of the 

innocent by Herod, and the settling in 
Nazareth. 
 
Matthew uses a number of Old 
Testament references in telling the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.  He always refers 
to the Kingdom of Heaven as opposed to 
the Kingdom of God.   
 
Matthew also addresses where does one 
find the presence of God after the 
Temple was destroyed by the Romans in 
70 A.D.- Immanuel Jesus Christ who is 
now God with us! 
 
I encourage you to spend some time 
reading Matthew and noticing his 
particular way of understanding our 
Savior. 
 
Thank you again for all that you do for our 
community and those who serve. May 
the good Lord continue to bless you and 
be with you now and forever. 
Amen.  
 
Pastor David 
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Revised Mask Policy at 
Immanuel 

 
With flu season upon us and a low Covid 
level in Humboldt, Council revised the 
following guidelines for worship services. 
The goal is to provide a safe 
congregational setting for Pastor and 
worshipers. 

• People can wear a mask in church 
depending on their own personal 
level of risk, with the exception 
that during singing and receiving 
communion masks must be used. If 
you forget a mask, they are 
available in the Narthex. 
• If you are at risk or live with 
someone at risk, you are invited to 
sit in the Children’s room or the back 
few pews for your own protection. 
• If you feel sick, stay home and join 
in the Zoom service. 

The Church Council 

 
Sanctuary Refresh Project 

Summary 
 

Several years ago, Billie and Dennis 
Learn funded a gift to Immanuel Lutheran 
Church to renovate the Sanctuary and 
Narthex (entrance).  Architect, Kassidy 
Banducci of Eureka, CA designed the 
renovation and provided construction 
administration over the project for 
Immanuel Lutheran Church. DCI 
Builders, Ferndale, CA completed the 
construction work during the pandemic.  
Renovation included heating, electrical, 

flooring, insulation, painting and 
furniture. Sanctuary furniture was 
designed by Kassidy Banducci and built 
by Roger Hogan of Hogan Studios Inc, 
Crescent City, CA.   Narthex furniture 
was designed and built by Geoff Gahm of 
Top Notch Carpentry Inc, Eureka, CA.  
 
The work included the removal and 
replacement of flooring, furniture, 
lighting, and heating system. The new 
seating is set on curved angle to create a 
greater sense of community and provide 
flexibility with interlocking upholstered 
hardwood chairs. Energy efficient lighting 
was added to the walls and ceiling 
lighting was introduced into the center of 
the sanctuary to enhance the experience. 
The sacramental furniture (altar, 
baptismal, lectern, and devotional) has 
wood elements that speak to the stories 
of the Bible and the redwoods. The altar 
area is elevated with a ramp for 
accessibility.  The furniture was custom 
designed by Kassidy and build by Hogan 
Studios. Roger Hogan had also designed 
and created many of the stain glass 
panels in the Sanctuary.  
 
The new appearance presents beauty to 
the eye and comfort to the spirit. It is job 
very well done for the benefit of the 
members, friends, and community of 
Immanuel Lutheran.  Photos begin on 
page 15.   
 

The Liturgical Inspirations 
 

The original designs of the liturgical 
furniture for Immanuel Lutheran Church 
were created by Kassidy Banducci in 
cooperatioan with Hogan Studios. 
 
The altar was central in developing the 
shapes and forms of the different 
liturgical pieces.  The idea is that when 
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you look at the legs for the altar, they’re 
structured in a sense, as the ribs of a 
ship.  The ship being a symbol of Christ’s 
church.  The use of mahogany in the ribs 
that supports the tabletop is done in 
mahogany.  Mahogany being the symbol 
of Christ’s sacrifice. The tabletop 
includes a maple top in its natural light 
color being a symbol of the risen Christ.  
The maple top has four small crosses 
that smybolizes the four gospels marking 
the four corners of the altar top with the 
central cross in a larger proportion 
symbolizing Christ criucified.  This maple 
top lays on top of the purple heart wood, 
with a gap between the two wood species 
with its emptiness suggesting the empty 
tomb.  The purple heart is a symbol of 
Christ’s precious blood.  In Central 
America the wood is called Blood of 
Christ wood. The altar is layed upon a 
foundation of walnut in its natural ash 
color, a symbol of Christ’s humility. The 
bowl for the baptismal font is hand 
crafted glass in the blues of the new 
creation, which we have in water 
baptism. All the liturgical pieces include 
these species of wood and their 
meaning. 
 
The new Narthex and Liturgical furniture 
were dedicated and blessed at the  
September 25th service.  During the 
service, Pastor Groe also discussed the 
history and symbolism of the stained 
glass windows. 
 

Immanuel’s New Website 
 
Over the past year, your church tech 
group in partnership with the Synod has 
established a new website.  The address: 

www.spselca.net/immanuel-
lutheran-eureka 

Check it out.  It is simple, easily updated, 
and still under some development. Also, 

it a quick way to link into Sunday Zoom 
services and the weekly bulletin.  
Bookmark it.  Catherine Slabaugh, 
Communications and Connections 
Coordinator for Sierra Pacific Synod, 
ELCA built the website. Your suggestions 
and comments would be welcome.   
 

 
 

Immanuel’s New E-mail and 
Telephone 

 
A new email address and telephone 
number have been set up for Immanuel.   
 
The new telephone number is 707-498-
1046.  And there is a working answering 
system for you to leave messages and 
have a response.  Thanks to Jan Paulus.  
Be sure to update your telephone 
contacts. 
 
A new email address has also been set-
up.  
immanuellutheraneureka@gmail.com 
 
Mary Morones has volunteered to 
monitor the mailbox for Immanuel and 
help maintain this important link with our 
members, friends and community. Be 
sure to update your email address book. 
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Council Meeting - June 
 
Immanuel Lutheran Council meeting 

June 12, 2022 
Members Present: Pastor, Duane, Ann, 
Claire, Jan P, Keven, Sue, Thomas 
Members Absent: Kassidy, Jan E.  
Pastor opened the meeting with a prayer. 
There were eight items discussed today, 
nearly all of which centered around 
technology. They are as follows: 

1. In mid-March, Catherine Slabaugh, 
Communications and Connections 
Coordinator at the Synod  office, 
messaged us to let us know that the 
website she was constructing for us 
was nearly done. Only three things 
were remaining. She needed Pastor’s 
brief biographical information, 
information on upcoming events, and 
mission partners. Jan agreed to 
forward this communication from 
Catherine to everyone since it had 
been such a long time and people 
were not easily able to access it. Jan 
also agreed to contact Catherine to 
see if, given the changes in the Synod 
office, constructing and maintaining 
the website was still a possibility. 

2. There was discussion about the fact 
that currently there is no interaction 
during church between the people on 
Zoom and the people in person. It was 
agreed that it would be ideal if these 
two groups were visible to each other 
and have the mechanism to 
communicate with each other verbally 
when that was desired. Thomas 
indicated that it should be easy to 
mount a big screen TV above where 
the computer is so that the faces of the 
people on Zoom could be seen. 
Thomas will check out the availability 
of a big-screen TV at Costco and if 
appropriate, will purchase it. 

3. Kevin made a point that sometimes 
hearing the service over the current 
microphone system does not work 
effectively for those with hearing 
challenges. It was decided that 
Pastor’s sound system needed to be 
updated and upgraded. It was also 
discussed that a permanent 
connected microphone at the lectern 
would be helpful. Duane will contact 
Sound Advice to have them come over 
for consultation on this issue. 

4. The celebration in September for 
dedicating the new sanctuary and 
narthex as well as celebrating Pastor’s 
40th anniversary of ordination was 
discussed. Previously, Bishop Megan 
had been scheduled to come up for 
this, now it is unclear whether this 
scheduled time will be forwarded to the 
interim Bishop. It was agreed that 
while it would be nice to have 
representation from the Synod at this 
event, we will continue on with the 
celebration either way. When Jan 
messages Catherine to check on 
website information, she will also 
check to find out whether this 
information is being forwarded and still 
scheduled for the interim Bishop. 

5. The importance of beginning to cross 
train backup people for important 
positions was discussed. Of 
immediate importance was getting a 
couple more people trained to operate 
the Zoom program during Sunday 
church. Claire agreed to write up a 
brief instruction list for people willing to 
be trained in this area and then agreed 
that either she, Jack, or Thomas would 
do a hands-on training with anyone 
interested and capable of doing this. 

6. There was a meeting held mid-week 
last week to discuss the role of the 
treasurer. This meeting was attended 
by Ann, Sue, Jan, and Duane. It had 



 
IMMANUEL IMAGES October 2022 5 
 

become clear that over the course of 
time Ann had taken on many more 
responsibilities than would be typical 
for the treasurer. As a result of this 
meeting, the true treasure duties were 
pulled out from amongst the other 
things. Sue will continue doing the 
traditional treasure duties including: 
(1) writing checks for all church 
bills/pledges on a monthly/as needed 
basis in QuickBooks posting into 
correct account groups corresponding 
to budget categories, (2) calculate 
based on information from finance 
secretary the amount of the check to 
be issued to local benevolence, (3) 
enter into QuickBooks weekly 
offerings as posted by financial 
secretary, (4) maintain monthly files of 
invoices, (5) review Coast Central 
Credit Union statements with 
QuickBooks, (6) collect and give 
payroll information twice a month to 
accountant which processes payroll 
and generates checks, (7) distribute 
checks to payees twice a month, (8) 
post payroll journal entries per reports 
from accountants, (9) file quarterly tax 
payments as indicated by 
accountants, (10) attend Council 
meetings, and (11) produce periodic 
reports to council showing income and 
expenditures. The other duties that 
were mentioned that Ann has been 
doing but seemed to exceed the role 
of treasurer include: (1) review 
quarterly reports from Thrivent and 
file, (2) provide EOY report on income 
and expenditures to the congregation, 
(3) provide annual data for preparation 
the budget and assist in developing 
the budget for next year, (4) file Synod 
parochial report annually, (5) submit 
Workmen’s Compensation report audit 
annually, (6) File Welfare non-profit 
report annually, (7)  file Assessors’ 

report (571-L) annually, (8) renew 
Immanuel Corporation license with 
Secretary of State biannually, and (9) 
maintain files(financial, insurance, 
vendors, and warranties). This is 
definitely an area in which we felt it 
was necessary to explore some other 
people taking over some of the duties 
as well as providing backup for Ann in 
these areas. It was also discussed that 
we may need to update our computer 
as well as our software and a meeting 
could be scheduled with Kabe from 
Cornerstone Computing for that 
purpose. 

7. It was discussed that the piece of 
furniture that had originally been the 
altar that has recently been serving as 
a storage compartment in the narthex 
that could be moved upstairs for 
storage in that office. It was decided if 
that was to be done, we would have 
Humboldt Moving and Storage move it 
up there. It was additionally decided 
that there is considerable cleanup that 
needs to be done in the upstairs office 
as well as in the fellowship area. 
Ideally, this cleanup and the moving of 
that large piece of furniture upstairs 
should be done prior to the celebration 
on September 25. It was discussed 
that we probably need to schedule a 
workday for that possibility. 

8. The issue was also brought up that 
while Earl is doing an excellent job 
maintaining the outdoor area, there 
are considerable weeds that have 
been growing lately and making 
somewhat of an eyesore around the 
periphery of the property. No definitive 
plan was developed to deal with that 
issue at this time. 

The meeting closed with a prayer from  
Pastor. 
Respectfully submitted, Jan Paulus 
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Council Meeting - August 
 
Immanuel Lutheran Council meeting 

August 14, 2022 
Members Present: Pastor, Duane, Ann, 
Jan P, Sue 
Members Absent: Kassidy, Jan E. , 
Kevin, Thomas 
Pastor opened the meeting with a prayer. 
There were 6 items discussed today. 
They are as follows: 
1. Duane provided an update regarding 

our Thrivent investment. As is true for 
virtually all investments right now, our 
account is reduced from where it had 
been previously. The account is 
$12,000 less than before. 

2. The question was raised as to 
whether we were going to do 
backpacks for Betty Chinn’s kids this 
school year. Pastor called Betty to 
check, and she already has 250 
backpacks. She suggested a 
donation to her afterschool program 
would be greatly appreciated. We 
decided to tie in a campaign to raise 
money for her afterschool program 
with our celebration on September 
25.  
People will be able to donate up until 
that time and then the total amount 
will be sent to Betty. 

3. It was noted that Claire would soon be 
leaving for graduate school. It was 
decided the Council would express 
appreciation for her work on the 
Council for the last four years by 
presenting her with a card, flowers, 
and a gift card. Jan will take care of 
getting these things set up. 

4. The celebration in September for 
dedicating the new sanctuary and 
narthex was discussed. Originally, 
this had been planned as a 
combination dedication of the 
sanctuary and celebration of Pastor’s 

40th anniversary of ordination; 
however, Pastor wishes to 
acknowledge his ordination 
anniversary at a later time and to 
make the current celebration solely 
about dedicating the sanctuary and 
narthex and raising funds for Betty’s 
afterschool program. Sometime after 
the actual meeting, Carolyn 
requested to do her annual 
Oktoberfest lunch at the same time. 
The Oktoberfest lunch will be 
available for takeout for people who 
are not comfortable eating at the 
church and outdoor tables will be 
there for those who are.  

5. An item that was left from the June 
meeting was regarding getting a big 
screen TV in the sanctuary for the 
people attending via Zoom (NOTE: 
Minutes from June meeting: There 
was discussion about the fact that 
currently there is no interaction during 
church between the people on Zoom 
and the people in person. It was 
agreed that it would be ideal if these 
two groups were visible to each other 
and have the mechanism to 
communicate with each other verbally 
when that was desired. Thomas 
indicated that it should be easy to 
mount a big screen TV above where 
the computer is so that the faces of 
the people on Zoom could be seen. 
Thomas will check out the availability 
of a big-screen TV at Costco and if 
appropriate, will purchase it). It was 
clarified that we would want a 60 inch 
TV with the top of the TV at the bottom 
of the sconces. 

6. There was also discussion about 
completion of the last few items 
remaining for the sanctuary including 
the glass container for prayer 
requests in the back by the candles 
and the votive candle holders. Duane 
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has contacted Roger three times 
regarding getting the proper 
candleholders to fit. Roger has said 
he will follow through with this but has 
yet to do so. Pastor knows a glass 
blower located on Broadway and will 
contact him. 

The meeting closed with a prayer from 
Pastor. 
Respectfully submitted, Jan Paulus 
 

Council Meeting - September 
 
Immanuel Lutheran Council meeting 

September 11, 2022 
Members Present: Pastor, Duane, Ann, 
Jan P, Sue, Kevin, Jesse 
Members Absent: Kassidy, Jan E., 
Thomas 
Pastor opened the meeting with a prayer. 
There were 8 items discussed today. 
They are as follows: 

1. The first item of business was to 
approve Jesse Bareilles’s addition 
to the Council and to obtain her 
acceptance. She was 
unanimously approved and 
agreed to become a part of the 
Immanuel Council. 

2. Pastor noted Christmas falls on a 
Sunday this year. He said he 
wanted to do the typical Christmas 
Eve service at 4:00 PM but then 
wondered if we want to do the 
Christmas Day service in person 
or on Zoom. It was decided we will 
consider this and make a decision 
soon. 

3. There was a lengthy discussion on 
how we want to promote a sense 
of fellowship among those who 
attend services on Zoom and 
those who attend in-person. We 
had originally planned to add a 
large screen to be in the sanctuary 
for this purpose; however, a 

number of people raised the 
question as to what this would 
actually accomplish since there 
would not be opportunity for true 
interaction and the people on 
Zoom typically like to have a view 
of the sanctuary rather than the 
gallery view. Additionally, it was 
also discussed about ways we 
might make the service easier to 
follow for those visiting and/or new 
members. Jan brought up the way 
Calvary Lutheran does their Zoom 
in which the people on Zoom are 
an integral part of the 
congregation. It was pointed out 
this is done with multiple cameras 
and multiple microphones. We 
then discussed a descending 
screen that could be mounted 
from the ceiling with a projector in 
the back of the church. Kevin said 
it would not be particularly difficult 
to construct this. It was noted to do 
these more complicated things we 
would need to hire an IT person to 
be present during church to 
operate things. Pastor raised the 
question about when there is a 5th 
Sunday in the month making that 
a Zoom service for everyone. The 
benefits of this in terms of 
coordinating the group were 
discussed but also concerns were 
raised that people are just now 
starting to get in the routine of 
being back to in- person and it 
might disrupt that. We revisited 
putting the big-screen TV up in the 
fellowship hall so that 
congregation members could visit 
after church with those on Zoom. 
It was decided to reach out to 
those who typically Zoom and see 
what ideas they would have as to 
ways to increase the interaction. 
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Ann will call those who regularly 
Zoom (Greg, Dwight and Sheri, 
Kathy, and Jan D.). Jan will draft a 
brief one-page survey with 
questions about these issues and 
ask congregation members to 
respond with their opinions.  

4. It was noted that Pastor’s 
microphone is fading in and out 
and making it difficult for people to 
hear. He also added that the 
earpiece is broken. This is a 
question we have considered 
previously and is pending as far as 
a resolution. 

5. The celebration in September for 
dedicating the new sanctuary and 
narthex was discussed. Pastor will 
explain the symbolism of the altar 
furniture as well as that of the 
stained-glass windows. We will 
celebrate Oktoberfest with both 
food to be eaten outside at church 
and food that can be taken home. 
Also, at that time, the drive to raise 
money for Betty’s afterschool 
program will be completed. 

6. An item that we discussed, Pastor 
contacting the glass blower he 
knows. He has not yet done this. 
Duane also reported he has 
contacted Roger three times 
regarding the candleholders and 
we still do not have those. 
Everyone encouraged Duane to 
pester Roger so we could get this 
done. It was pointed out that these 
candleholders were specifically 
designed with these 
measurements for the 
candleholders Roger could 
provide. Therefore, we cannot just 
go out and purchase 
candleholders.  

7. Jesse pointed out that because 
we have positioned the lectern 

back against the ramp to minimize 
the possibility of someone tripping 
coming and going, the lectern is 
essentially not being used at this 
point. We discussed a number of 
solutions including just moving it 
forward and making sure the 
readers know when leaving it to go 
to the altar to walk around and use 
the ramp rather than stepping over 
the raised edge. We also 
discussed putting a box of some 
type under it to elevate it so that 
person could stand on the 
elevated part of the altar and still 
use the lectern. Kevin said it would 
also be possible to construct a 
system to raise and lower it with 
the tubes that connect the base of 
the lectern to the top part. It was 
further discussed that we had 
originally planned to have a railing 
going around the raised area of 
the ramp. This also led to 
discussing the fact that the chairs 
at the altar, other than the Pastor’s 
chair, do not have arms on them, 
making it difficult for some people 
to stand after sitting in these 
chairs. Additionally, the chairs 
slightly slant so that the forward 
part of the seat is higher than the 
back part, also making it more 
challenging to rise from them. 
Duane will call to check on what it 
would take to add arms to the 
chairs.  

8. Jesse will write up a brief 
summary of the steps to start the 
Zoom service so that in the event 
none of the people who are 
accustomed to doing it are 
available, someone else could 
step in and get it done. 

The meeting closed with a prayer from 
Pastor. 



 
IMMANUEL IMAGES October 2022 9 
 

Respectfully submitted, Jan Paulus 
 

Council Meeting – October  
 
Immanuel Lutheran Council meeting 

October 16, 2022 
 

Members Present: Pastor, Duane, Ann, 
Jan P, Jesse, Jan E., Thomas 
Also present from Technical Committee: 
Dwight, Jack 
Members Absent: Kassidy, Sue, Kevin 
 
Pastor opened the meeting with a prayer. 
There were 7 items discussed today. 
They are as follows: 
1. The first item of business was to 

approve reducing Duane’s load as 
he works through some medical 
challenges by making Jan P and him 
co-presidents of the council. This 
was unanimously approved 
(moved=Pastor, 2nd=Thomas, 
unanimous).  

2. The holiday church service schedule 
was discussed. It was decided to 
have the usual 4:00 pm Christmas 
Eve service and the regularly 
scheduled 10:00 am services for 
both Christmas and New Year’s Day 
since both fall on a Sunday. Zoom 
will be available for all services. It 
was decided that we would again 
have a table available at the back of 
the church for All Saints 
remembrances for which people 
could bring pictures of loved ones 
who have passed for remembrance. 
This table will be available from 
Sunday, October 22nd until Sunday, 
November 20th. It was agreed that it 
was acceptable for people to bring 
pictures of anyone close to them who 
had passed, including companion 
animals. 

3. AA has requested approval for 
masks-optional for their meetings. It 
was also on the agenda to consider 
the same question for church 
service.  Thomas reviewed the latest 
information on Humboldt County 
COVID statistics as well as general 
current safety guidelines from the 
CDC. He provided the following web 
sites as reliable information:  
First link has the long form of info and 
the grid for mask recommendations: 
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/
CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-
19/guidance-for-face-
coverings.aspx 
This is where you can look up risk 
level by state and county: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/20
19-ncov/your-health/covid-by-
county.html 
Here is one of the evidence based 
articles and the accompanying 
scholarly article on the issues of 
vaccination and its impact on 
transmission: 
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41
586-022-02328-0 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41
591-022-01816-0 
And the deep dive into data from the 
NIH: 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/353
95151/ 
To summarize the most pertinent 
points for us: 
 Currently, the rate in Humboldt 

County is considered low, 
bordering on very low 

 Mask wearing is recommended to 
be a personal risk assessment 

 People who are sick or have been 
exposed to sick people should 
stay home 

 The vulnerable should consider 
masking in crowded or public 
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places (NOTE: based on 
occupancy to maximum 
occupancy, Immanuel is not 
currently considered a crowded 
space during church) 

Based on information provided, the 
Council decided to advise AA and Al-
Anon that they could proceed with 
masks-optional guidelines if they 
wished (Moved=Thomas, 2nd=Ann, 
unanimous) The Council also 
decided for Immanuel services to 
adopt basically a mask-optional 
protocol with the following caveats: 
 We should consider both safety 

precautions for Covid and 
influenza as well as any other 
community spread infectious 
disease. 

 People will be asked to mask for 
communion. 

 People will be asked to mask 
during singing. 

 People who are sick or have had 
close contact with others who are 
sick should stay home and utilize 
the option of Zoom for church. 

 People who are vulnerable or who 
live with vulnerable individuals are 
encouraged to consider what 
safety precautions are most 
important for them. 

 Those who are vulnerable and do 
not wish to be around any 
unmasked people are encouraged 
to sit in the back few rows and/or 
take advantage of sitting in the 
children’s room. 

 Thomas will continue to monitor 
Humboldt County’s status and if 
the situation worsens for any 
infectious disease will inform us so 
that we can consider more 
stringent safety standards. 

4 There have been requests to once 
again be given to serve wine with 

communion. It was decided to do 
this each week. Jan will identify a 
small group of people who will be 
responsible for filling the wine 
glasses, serving the wine, and 
washing them up after. 

5 There have also been requests to 
again begin having some type of 
food for socialization after church. 
It was recommended that we start 
initially with having coffee and 
cookies available for people to 
enjoy outside where there is a 
higher degree of safety from virus 
spread. 

6 There has been a request to have 
weekly birthdays and 
anniversaries printed as well as 
acknowledged verbally during 
church service so that people who 
wish to contact a celebrant or 
send a card would have that 
information. It was decided Ann 
would forward the list of birthdays 
and anniversaries to Dwight who 
could send out that information 
with the weekly bulletin and 
celebrate. 

7 Council began reviewing the 
survey results but was not able to 
finish because of the lengthy 
number of items that had to be 
considered at this meeting. Jan 
noted there had been a large 
number of respondents for the 
survey and people had taken the 
time to write many additional 
helpful comments. We focused 
initially on ways to improve sound 
both for people on Zoom and in-
person. There has been a great 
deal of comment and concern 
about the poor quality of sound 
from Pastor’s microphone. 
Thomas agreed to meet with the 
person from Sound Advice to 
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review the situation and define the 
best options. Sound Advice 
installed the initial sound 
equipment so they seemed like 
the logical source to utilize for this 
service. Thomas requested that 
someone call and make an 
introductory phone call to Sound 
Advice so he could then call and 
schedule an appointment. Jan 
agreed to do this. There was 
lengthy discussion about the 
sound quality for Zoom and after 
some problem-solving it became 
clear that much of the issue has to 
do with the irregularity of the 
Internet connection at the church. 
Jack and Thomas provided a 
number of thoughts on this 
including routing the sound 
through a conference call set up 
with a landline connection. It was 
decided to also seek consultation 
on the best type of system for this 
problem. 

There are a number of pending items to 
consider that were deferred to the next 
meeting. These items included: 
 The remaining information from the 

survey regarding both ways to 
enhance the connection between the 
Zoom and in-person attendees as 
well as ways to make the service 
easier to follow for new people and 
visitors. 

 Revisit the issue of the use of the 
lectern especially considering safety 
features regarding the step behind it. 

 Contacting a glass artist to develop 
the vase that goes at the base of the 
candles for prayer requests. 

 Contacting Roger for information 
regarding the candleholders. 

 Consider what it would take to get a 
railing placed on the rise portion of 
the ramp and also to see if it is 

possible to add arms to the chairs at 
the altar. 

 Write a brief list of instructions for 
setting up zoom on Sunday morning 
and sharing it with at least two 
additional volunteers to set up zoom 
service as needed. 

 Sue has noticed that the mini-blind in 
the children’s room is broken and 
cannot be repaired. She is offered to 
contact Shady Lady to get an 
estimate for this repair. 

The meeting closed with a prayer from 
Pastor. 
Respectfully submitted, Jan Paulus 
 

Ladies’ Luncheon  
 

A few of the women of Immanuel 
Lutheran gathered for a relaxing time and 
lunch. Jan Paulus hosted the event at her 
home.  Plenty of food and plenty of 
chatter.  Enjoyed by all.  There are 
photos on page 17. 
 

Bullet through the Wall  
 

Interesting old news, but a number of 
people are not aware of this bullet hole.  
Ever notice the notch in the narthex office 
door? There is a small hole in the narthex 
office door where a 22-gauge bullet 
landed around 1985.  A shot was fired at 
the church which pierced the outer wall, 
south east narthex wall, the Good 
Sheppard painting, and lodged in the 
office door.  Yes, the painting was hit. At 
the time, the painting was on the south 
east corner wall of the Narthex wall. The 

walls and painting were 
patched with little 
evidence left of 
damage.  But the notch 
remains in the narthex 
door. This is the patch 
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on the backside of the 
painting. The front of 
the painting was 
skillfully repaired by a 
member of AA.  Diane 
May and Liana Brown 
repainted the frame. 

 

 
 

Repeating Soon  
 
Another Service Day is in the planning 

stages by the 
Humboldt Lutheran 
congregations.  Look 
for upcoming 
announcements in 
the near future for 
particulars.  
 

Thank you Claire 
 

Claire Bareilles has left the Church 
Council.  She is now attending 
graduate school in the Bay Area. She 
served over four years on the Council.  

We thank Claire for her interest, time, 
and work for the Church.   
 

Spirit-Centered Synod 
Newsletter Contributions 

 
As you may have noticed in the weekly 
synod email newsletter, they have 
incorporated a section called "Spirit-
Centered Moments" where different folks 
write short devotionals for the week. This 
is a new way we're hoping to be 
community together and foster some 
spiritual connection across our Synod. 
 
They are continuing to look for people 
who may be interested in contributing a 
short devotion, poem, video, song, or 
message for folk across our Synod to 
have a spirit-filled moment together. We 
encourage people to use the Gospel text 
for the coming Sunday, but you're also 
welcome to use other scripture in your 
submission. 
 
Would any of you from Immanuel be 
interested in this? They are looking to 
plan ahead for coming months. Please let 
Catherine know if any of you or others 
from Immanuel are interested! 
 
Blessings, 
Catherine Slabaugh she/her/hers 
Communications and Connections 
Coordinator 
Sierra Pacific Synod, ELCA 
(650) 302-0364 

 
Yes You Can 

 
We are looking for scripture readers 
during the church services.  Whether on 
Zoom or in-person you can do it. Please 
contact Steve Williams at 
steveeew101@suddenlink.net for more 
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information.  Thanks for given it some 
thought. 

 

 
 
Pastor Groe has served as Pastor for 
Immanuel Lutheran Church and the 
community over the past forty years.   

 
Octoberfest 

 
Carolyn Bareilles and family did it 
again.  Wow, the food was so good 
and the cake was delicious. Many 
thanks for the labor of love from the 
Bareilles family.   
 

Tech Work 
 
It is evident that the Tech committee has 
been working to improve tech quality 
support for the Church members, friends, 
and community. A new working phone 
number, refreshed Facebook page, new 
website, new email, and gradually 
improving the audio on Zoom.  Good 
quality Zoom audio is highly technical 
and unique to the building with many 
variables and each issue must be solved 
one at a time.  Jack Bareilles, Claire 
Bareilles, Thomas Steenblock, Jan 
Paulus, Ann Seemann, we are very 

gratefully for all your continued work and 
special efforts. Thank you. 
 
 

 
Bishop Claire and VP Simon at Christ Lutheran in 
Fortuna  
 
The Rev. Claire S Burkat is our Bishop. 
Burkat joins the Sierra Pacific Synod 
from the Southeastern Pennsylvania 
(SEPA) Synod, where she served two 
terms as Bishop (2006-2018). She is a 
1978 graduate of the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia 
and has served as a congregational 
pastor, assistant to the Bishop, and 
mission director with the SEPA Synod, 
New Jersey Synod, and the Episcopal 
Diocese of Pennsylvania. 
 
Since her retirement as Synod Bishop in 
2018, Burkat most recently served as 
interim chaplain of Muhlenberg College 
in Allentown, Pa., and stepped in as 
acting Bishop of the Delaware-Maryland 
Synod during Bishop William Gohl’s 
sabbatical. 
 
For more information about our new 
Bishop and the Sierra Pacific Synod, go 
to https://www. spselca.net. 
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Zoom a Wave 
 

When attending church, 
pass by the Zoom 
camera.  And give a 
wave to the folks on 
Zoom.  It is a welcome 

gesture and will bring 
smiles to those unable to 

attend in-person.  And those on Zoom 
should wave back if your video is on.  
They can often see you wave. 
 

Newsletter Press Paused 
 
You probably noticed that editions of 
Immanuel Images have been less 
frequent.  Late breaking Church news 
has been announced with the publication 
of the weekly Service Bulletin and 
Celebrate.  If plans go as scheduled, the 
next edition of Immanuel Images will be 
published in March 2023.   

 
A Welcome for Jesse 

 
Jesse Bareilles has joined the Church 
Council. She is now working remotely 
from home. We appreciate the fact that 
Jesse has volunteered to be on the 
Church Council.   

 
The Immanuel Logo 

 

 

 
Service Schedule 

 
Sunday Service – 10:00am 
 
Holy Eucharistic Service – Wednesday 
 To Be Announced 
 
Christmas Eve Service – Saturday, 
 December 24 at 4:00pm 
 
Christmas Day Service – Sunday, 
 December 25 at 10:00 am. 
 
New Year’s Eve Service – Sunday, 
 January 1 at 10:00am.  

 

 
Zoom Immanuel Lutheran Church, 

Sunday 10 am Service 
Meeting Zoom goes live about 15 
minutes before the service and ends 
around 11:30 am. All attendees will be 
automatically muted when they join the 
meeting. 
Via Website Link: 
www.spselca.net/immanuel-lutheran-
eureka 
 
Join via Direct Zoom Meeting Link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8465558770
1?pwd=Q1hMSFRRdDNhQXZTcisvUT
NLdWN0dz09 
 
Join by Phone  1-669-900-9128 
Meeting ID: 846 5558 7701 
Passcode: 00000 

 

 
From The Newsletter Staff 

 
The newsletter is distributed by email and 
mail so sign up for a copy if you wish.  
Thank you to those who submitted 
articles and photos. 
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Mary Morones       707-298-4792  
marymstar62@gmail.com 

Robert Morones    707-572-9092 
    rhpmorones@gmail.com 
Dwight Clark          707-268-8393 

               dsclarkeureka@suddenlink.net 
 

If you would want to stop delivery of the 
newsletter, please contact one of us 

listed above. Thank you 
 

 
Remember to set the clock for the End of 
Daylight Savings Time:   
 

November 6, 2022 
        

TO        
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Narthex Furniture 



 
IMMANUEL IMAGES October 2022 16 
 

 
       
 

     
  

Refreshed Sanctuary 
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Ladies’ Lunch 
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